LESSON 9: PAUL’S MINISTRY PART 1
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1. PERFECT LIFE
2. SACRIFICIAL DEATH
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1. PERSECUTOR
2. PREACHER
3. PRISONER
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ACTS 1-11

ACTS 11-28

ONE
CHURCH

REFORMATION

TODAY

Today we begin learning about the P in our acrostic
REPORT. P stands for PAUL’S MINISTRY and we will
learn about him being three things:
a PERSECUTOR, a PREACHER, and a PRISONER.
We will also be learning about the 13 LETTERS that Paul

wrote during this period.

13 LETTERS

ROMANS-PHILEMON

PERSECUTOR

At the end of the previous lessson, we learned about the PERSECUTION that broke out against the EARLY
CHURCH. The people who believed in Jesus and who were spreading His message were being hurt and killed
because of their faith. We learned Stephen was the first Christian martyr who died because of his faith in Jesus.

Acts 7:58

that when Stephen was being stoned, the men who killed him laid their coats at the
The Bible tells us in
feet of a man named Saul. Saul was a leader in the fight against those who followed Jesus. He was a leader of the
PERSECUTION and therefore is called a PERSECUTOR.
However, Saul experienced a big life change one day as he was traveling to a city called Damascus. Saul was
so intent on finding Christ-followers and having them imprisoned or killed that he traveled just so he could
find those who were already scattered. As he was traveling to Damascus to search for and hurt believers, God
changed the course of his life.
Read about it in

Acts 9: 1-19.

Saul was blinded by the great light, and he
heard the voice of God speaking to him. This
meeting between Saul and God changed Saul
and converted him into a believer of Jesus!

DID YOU KNOW?

This is a picture of
modern day Damascus
in the country of Syria.
This is the same city to
which Saul was traveling
when he saw the light.
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PREACHER
Saul’s life was changed on the road to Damascus. Instead of persecuting believers, he became a believer himself! Not
only that, Saul, also called Paul, became a preacher! He began to travel and preach about the good news of Jesus
Christ! Can you imagine how the first people who heard Paul preach felt? Do you think they trusted him, or do you
think they were afraid Paul was trying to trick them in order to imprison and hurt them?
But, Paul’s conversion was very real, and his life was radically changed! Read

Acts 9:20-22.

Paul began to travel all over to tell others about Jesus. Paul was a missionary just like there are today. Paul started
churches in many different cities and countries! He told others about Jesus, and soon many believed. There were
many new disciples, and, in fact, the disciples got a nickname at this time that we still have today!
During this time, believers in Jesus were sometimes called followers of “the Way” (see Acts 9:2). Also, because the
disciples believed in Jesus Christ and were trying to be like Christ, the people began to call them “little Christs” or
“Christians” We are still called Christians today!
Read about it in

Acts 11:26.

Paul traveled and took the message of Jesus to cities and countries that had not yet heard the Good News!
In all, Paul made three missionary journeys that are recorded in the New Testament. He traveled to many cities
and not only taught about Jesus, but also started churches as well. Paul went from trying to stop the spread of
Christianity to becoming the first missionary and taking the message of Jesus to other countries!

PRISONER
Paul goes from being the one trying to imprison Christians to the one being thrown into prison.

Acts chapters 22-26

we can read the accounts of Paul’s trials in front of Felix, Festus and Agrippa. These men
In
were political leaders, and they threw Paul into prison because of his teachings about Jesus.

Acts 27:27-44

we read that Paul is finally set free, and he sails once again for Rome to share the Gospel; but on his
In
way, he is shipwrecked! Paul finally makes it to Rome, but he is under house arrest (which is a type of imprisonment)
for several years.

Acts 28 ends the account of Acts with Paul under house arrest.
What a life Paul lived and what a dramatic change we see in him in the book of Acts – all because he met Jesus!
Has your life changed because of Jesus? If so, when and how?
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PAUL'S LETTERS
Though we’ve finished learning about the three events under Paul’s Minsitry, we’re not done! You’ll notice
an extra box under the P that says “13 Letters.” Paul wrote thirteen letters to the churches that he helped start
in the cities where he traveled. After he left a city and traveled to another city, sometimes he would receive letters
and questions from the previous places he had visited. Paul wrote letters back to these churches to help answer
their questions. We have those letters in our Bibles today! We are going to study a brief overview of each of Paul’s
letters. We will look at seven in this lesson and six in the next lesson.
Paul’s letters are full of wonderful words about our faith. We will only be studying an overview of each one, but as
always, reading extra on your own would be great!
Let’s start with the letter that is in our Bibles right
after the book of Acts: Romans.

ROMANS
Paul wrote the book of Romans as a letter to the people who lived in the city of Rome. The book of
Romans is known for being a book of theology. Theology is a big word that simply means, “the study of
God.” Paul wrote about his beliefs and about God in the book of Romans. He was able to teach many things
in this book including how to become a Christian, spiritual gifts, some lessons about Israel, and so on.
Remember: Romans is known for its Theology.

1ST AND 2ND CORINTHIANS
These two letters written by Paul, 1 and 2 Corinthians, were written to people who lived in the city of
Corinth. Paul wrote to the people of Corinth to teach them how they should live as Christians. Many
of the Corinthian people had questions about how a Christian should live and Paul wrote to them to
help them understand what actions were honoring to God and what actions hurt God. You should
Remember: 1 & 2 Corinthians taught Christians how they should live.

GALATIANS
Paul wrote this letter to the Christians living in Galatia. In this letter Paul was helping the Galatians to see that
they were not saved by the work they had done according to the law. Instead Paul taught them that they were
saved through believing in Jesus Christ. It was that easy! The Galatian people seemed to believe that they had to
work their way to God through doing what the law says, but Paul reminded them that Jesus was all they needed!
Remember: Galatians teaches Jesus + nothing = salvation!
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EPHESIANS
This letter was written to the church in Ephesus. Paul wrote mainly to encourage this church to keep working
hard on their faith. Paul wanted the Ephesians to learn more about Jesus and Christianity which would help the
Ephesians be more mature in their faith. Paul taught about things like the armor of God in this book to help the
Ephesians grow as Christians. Remember: Ephesians was written to encourage the

people to become more mature Christians.

PHILIPPIANS
Philippians was written to a group of believers who lived in Philippi. Paul wrote this letter to thank and encourage the
Philippians for their faith and their obedience. He also taught the Philippians to be joyful and happy no matter what
the circumstance. Paul told the Philippians about his own joy and then told them to rejoice in the Lord always as well!
Remember: Philippians teaches about being joyful as a Christian, no matter
what!

COLOSSIANS
The last letter we learn about today is the letter Paul wrote to the Colossians. Paul wrote this letter to the people at Colosse
to show them that some of the things they believed were wrong. The people of Colosse did not seem to understand the
truth about who Jesus was. Many wrong teachings, called heresies, were being taught in Colosse, and Paul was writing to
them to help them understand what was really true about Jesus. Remember: Colossians was written to
teach the truth about Jesus Christ!

Great job! Now we have learned about seven of Paul’s letters. Next time we will discuss six more as we finish the
P period in REPORT–Paul’s ministry.
Before you finish this lesson, take a minute to fill in the chart on the next page.
Beside each one of Paul’s letters, write the main idea Paul was writing about to that church or town. It is fine to look
back to what we have already learned in this lesson if you need help.

DID YOU KNOW?

Scholars believe Paul may have
had bad eyesight and that he
sometimes had someone else
actually do the writing while he
dictated his letters. However, in
1 Corinthians 16:21, Paul claims
to have written that letter by his
own hand. We don’t know for
sure, but some speculate that
Paul had vision problems after
the bright light he saw on his
way to Damascus.
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Write the main point of Paul’s Letters below.

Romans

1st & 2nd Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

READ: 2 Timothy 1, Titus (the whole book!)
and Philemon (the whole book!)
Memorize: The names of Paul’s first seven letters
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